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306TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP 

Constituted as 3o6th Bombardment 

Group (Heavy) on 28 Jan 1942. Activated 

on r Mar 1942. Trained for combat with 

B-r]'s. Moved to England, Aug-Scp 

1942, and assigned to Eighth AF. Dur
ing combat, Oct 1942-Apr 1945, operated 
primarily against strategic targets, striking 
locomotive works at Lille, railroad yards 

at Rauen, subma.rine pens at Bordeaux, 
shipbuilding yards at Vegesack, ball-bear

ing works at Schweinfurt, oil p lants at 
AU:rseburg, marshalling yards at Stuttgart, 
a foundry at Hannover, a chemical plant 

at Lud wigshafen, aircraft factories at 
Leipzig, and oilier objectives on the Con
tinent. Took part in me first penetration 
into Germany by heavy bombers of Eighth 

AF on 27 Jan 1943 by attacking U-boat 
yards at Wilhdmshaven. Sgt Maynard 
H Smith received the Medal of Honor for 

his performance on 1 May 1943: when the 
aircraft on which he was a gunner was hit 

by the enemy and fires were ignited in the 

radio compartment and waist sections, me 

sergeant threw exploding ammunition 

overboard, manned a gun until the Ger

man fighters were driven off, administered 

first aid to the wounded tail gunner, and 

extinguished the fire. Without fighter 

escort and in the face of powerful opposi

tion, the 3o6th completed an assault 

against aircraft factories in central Ger
many on II Jan 1944, being awarded a 
DUC for the mission. Received another 
.DUC for action during Big Week, the in
tensive campaign against me German 
aircraft industry, 2o-25 Feb 1944: although 
hazardous weather forced supporting cle
ments to abandon the mission, the group 

cflectivcl bombarded an aircraft assembly 

plant at B rnberg on ;u Feb. Often sup
ported gr und forces and auacked inter
dictory ta gets in addition to its strategic 

operations Helped t9 prepare for the 
invasion o Normandy by striking airfields 
and mars[) lling yards in France, Belgium, 

and Germfy; backed the assault on 6 Jun 
1944 by aiding railroad bridges and 
coastal gu s. Assisted ground forces dur

ing U1e St o breaktluough in Jul. Cov
ered the a borne invasion of Holland in 
Scp. Hcl cd stop the advance of German 
armies in the Battle of the Bulge, Dec 
1944-}an i 5, by attacking airfields and 
marshallin yards. Bombed enemy posi
tions in s~pt•rt of the airborne assault 

across the l hiue in Mar 1945. Remained 
in the the ter after V-E Day as part of 
United Sta es Air Forces in Europe, and 
engaged in special photographic mapping 
duty in wes ern Europe and North Africa. 
Inactivated Germany on 25 Dec 1946. 

Redaign ted 3o6th Bombardment 
Group (Ve y Heavy) . Activated in the 

US on 1 Ju 1947· Assigned to Strategic 
Air Comm nd. Not manned until Aug 
19-18. Redc ignatcd 3o6th Bombardment 

Group (Me ium) in Aug 1948. Equipped 

with B-29's and later with B-so's. ln
actic,atcd on 16 Jun 19_52. 

SQUADRON . 30th: 1942-1946; 1947-
1952. ]68 k 1942-1946; 1947- !952. 

J69th: 1942- 946; 1947-1952· 423d: 1942-

1946. 
STATJO!"S. Gowen Field, !d:J.ho, 1 Mar 

1942; Wend ver Field, Utah, c. 6 Apr-

1 Aug 194 ; Thurlcigh,. England, Sep 
1942 ; Giebel tadt, Germany, Dec 1945; Is. 



.. trcs, France, Feb 1946; Furstenfcldbruck, 
Germany, 16 Aug 1946; Lechfc:ld, Ger
many, 13 Sep-25 Dec 1946. Andrews 
Field, Md, I Jul 1947; MacDill AFB, Fla, 
Aug 1948-16 Jun 1952. 

CoMMAI'O£Rs. Col Charles B Overacker 
Jr, c. 16 Mar 1942; Col Frank A Arm
strong Jr, 3 Jan 1943; Col Claude E Put
nam, 17 Feb 1943; Col George L Robin
son, c. 20 Jun 1943; Col James S Sutton, 
Sep 1944; Col Hudson H Upham, c. z6 
Apr 1945; Col Robert F Harris, May 1946; 
Lt Col Earl W Kesling, Jun 1946-unkn. 
Lt Col Charles R Heffner, 13 Aug 1948; 
Lt Col Loran D Briggs, c. I Nov 1948; 
Col John A Hilger, I Sep 1949; Col Mi
chael N W McCoy, Mar 1950;-16 Jun 1952. 

CAMPAIGNS. Air Offensive, Europe; 
Normandy; Northern France; Rhineland; 
Ardcnnc:s-Aisacc:; Central Europe. 

DECORATIONS. Distinguished Unit Cita
tions: Germany, II Jan 1944; Germany, 
22 Feb 1944. 

INSIGNE. Shield: Per fcss enhanced dan
cette azure and or, in base the Indian idio
gram for the: jaws of a rattlesnake gules. 
Motto: ABUNDANCE OF STRENGTH. 
(Approved 6 Jan 1943· This insigne: be
came an clement of a new mstgne ap

proved 2 Oct 1951.) 

367th BOMBARDMENT 

LINEAGE. Constituted 367th Bombard
ment Squadron (Heavy ) on 28 Jan 
1942. Activated on 1 Mar 1942. Inacti
vated on 25 Dec 1946. Redesigna ted 
367th Bombardment Squadron (Very 
Heavy) on 11 Jun 1947. Activated on 1 
j•JI 1941. Redesignated 367th Bombard-

me t Squadron (Medium) on 11 Aug 
1948-
~SSICNMENTS. 3o6lh Bombardment 

Gr~up, 1 Mar 1942-25 Dec 1946. 3o6th 
Bo bardment Group, 1 Jul 1947; 3o6th 
Bo bardment Wing, 16 Jun 1952-. 

STATIONS. Gowen Field, Idaho, 1 Mar 
194r; Wendover Field, Utah, c. 6 Apr-1 
Aug! 1942; Thurleigh, England, c. 6 Sep 

I 
194 (detachments operated from La-
gen , Azores, 20 Aug-Oct 1945; Dakar, 
Fre ch West Africa, Sep 1945; Mar
rake h, French Morocco, Oct 1945); 
Gie elstadt, Germany, 25 Dec 1945; 
Istre , France, 26 Feb 1946; Furstenfeld
bruc , Germany, 16 Aug 1946; Lech
feld, Germany, 13 Sep-25 Dec 1946. 
And ews Field, Md, 1 Jul1947; MacDill 
AFB Fla, 1 Aug 1948-. 

A1 CRAFT. B-17, 1942-1946. B-29, 
1948f1951; B-so. 195o-1951; B-47. 
19S~t-

0Pf.RATIONS. Combat in ETO, 9 Oct 
1942-19 Apr 1945. Photo-mapping, Eu
rope and Nrica, Jun 1945-Mar 1946; 
later·, courier missions to aid photo
mapp'ng operations of the group. 
Appa~ntly not manned, 1 Jul 1947-1 
Aug 948. -

SEn CE STREAMERS. None. 
CA l AJGNS. Air Offensive, Europe; 

Norm ndy; Northern France; Rhine
land; dennes-Alsace; Central Europe; 
Air G mbat, EAME Theater. 

DE ORATIONS. Distinguished Unit Ci
tation : Germany, 11 Jan 1944; Ger
many, 22 Feb 1944. Air Force 
Outst nding Unit Award: 22 Jan 1953-8 
Dec 1 56. 

E1- LEM. Gules, a griffin sergeant 
holdin~ in his dexter claw a lightning 
bolt of four Bashes or. MoHo: PARA
TUS .'fRO RETALIATO, Prepared for 
Retali~tion. (Approved 7 Aug 1953·) 



... 
368th DOl\IBARDiHENT 

LtNEACE. Constituted 368th Bombard
ment Squadron (Heavy) on 28 Jan 
1942. Activated on 1 Mar 1942. Ioacti-

. vated on 25 Dec 1946. Redesignated 
368th Bombardment Squadron (Very 
Heavy) on 11 Ju!l 1947. Activated on 1 
Jul 1947. Redesignated 368th Bombard
ment Squadron (Medium) on 11 Aug 
1948. 

AsSIGNMENTS. 306th Bombardment 
Group, 1 Mar 1942-25 Dec 1946. 306th 
Bombardment Group, 1 Jul 1947; 306th 
Bombardment Wing, 16 Jun 1952-. 

STATIONS. Gowen Field, Idaho, 1 Mar 
1942; Wendover Field, Utah, c. 6 Apr-1 
Aug 1942; Thurleigh, England, c. 6 Sep 
1942 (detachment operated from 
Gibraltar, 18 Aug 1945-Jan 1946; Port 
Lyautey, French Morocco, Feb-15 Jul 
1946); Giebelstadt, Gennany, 25 Dec 
1945; Istres, France, 24 Feb 1946 (de
tachment operated from Dakar, West 
Africa, Jan-Mar 1946); Furstenfeld
bruck, Gennany, 16 Aug 1946; Lechfeld, 
Gennany, 13 Sep-25 Dec 1946. Andrews 
Field, Md, 1 Jul 1947; MacDill AFB, 
Fla, 1 Aug 1948-. 

ArncRAFT. B-17, 1942-1946. B-29, 
1948--1951; B-so, 195o-1951; B-47, 
1951-. 

OPERATIONS. Combat in ETO, 9 Oct 
1942-19 Apr 1945. Photo-mapping, Eu
rope and Africa, Jun 1945-Jul 1946. Ap
parently not manned, 1 Jul 1947-1 Aug 
1948. 

SF.RVICE STilEA:!'-.!ERS. None. 
CAMP.AJGNS. Air Offensive, Europe; 

Nonnandy; Northern France; Rhine
land; Ardennes-Alsace; Central Europe; 
Air Combat, EAI\lE Theater. 

ECOMTIO:--:s. Distinguished Unit Ci
tat ons: Gennany, 11 Jan 1944; Ger
ma y, 22 Feb 1944. Air Force Outstand
in Unit Award: 22 Jan 1953-8 Dec 
19 6. 

MBLEM. On a white cloud the repre
sen ation of the Norse mythological god 
Th r issuant, habited in a red cloak, a 
gol cap with black ho~s, casting with 
his upraised right ann a black chain 
ma e. (Approved 26 August 1942.) 

369th BOl\1BARDlHENT 

Th"EAGE. Constituted 36gth Born
bar ent Squadron (Heavy) on 28 
Jan 1942. Activated on 1 Mar 1942. ·In
actir1ated on 29 Jun 1946. Redesignated 
369t Bombardment Squadron (Very 
He vy) on 11 Jun 1947. Activated on 1 
Jul 947· Redesignated 369th Bombard-

t Squadron (Medium) on 11 Aug 
194 . . 

A SIGNMENTS. 3o6th Bombardment 
Gro p, 1 Mar 1942-29 Jun 1946. 306th 
Bo 1 bardment Group, 1 Jul 1947; 3o6th 
Bo ardment Wing, 16 Jun Igsz-. 

S A TIONS. Gowen Field, Idaho, 1 Mar 
194 · \Vendover Field, Utah, c. 6 Apr-1 
Aug 1942; Thurleigh, England, 6 Sep 
1942 (detachment operated from Istres, 
Fran e, 31 Aug-Sep 1945; Marrakech, 
Fren h Morocco, 6 Sep 1945-}an 1946); 
Gieb lstadt, Germany, 25 Dec 1945; 
Istre , France, 26 Feb-29 Jun 1946. An
drew Field, 1\·fd, 1 Jul 1947; MacDill 
AFB Fla, 1 Aug 1948--. 

An cRAFT. B-17, 1942-1946. B-29, 
194q 1951; B-5o, 195o-1951; B-47, 
1951 . 

OP RATIONS. Combat in ETO, 9 Oct 
1942 19 Apr 1945· Photo-mapping, 
Euro . e and Africa, Jun 1945-}un 1946. 
Appa ently not manned, 1 Jul 1947-1 
Aug 948. 



.... 
SERVICE Sntc:A:-.tc:ns. None. 
CA~n>AlGNS. Air Offensive, Europe; 

Normandy; Northern France; Rhjne
lantl; Ardennes-Alsace; Central Europe; 
Air Combat, EAME Theater. 

DECORATIONS. Distinguished Unit Ci
tations: Germany, 11 Jan 1944; Ger
many, 22 Feb 1944. Air Force Outstand
ing Unit Award: 22 Jan 1953-8 Dec 
1956. 

EMnLEM. On a turquoise blue disk, a 
caricatured black bug with green face, 
wings, and markings on stomach, wear
ing black helmet, black boxing gloves 
and black shoes, in fighting stance on 
black irregular figure at base of, and in 
front of a large white cloud formation. 
(Approved 10 Aug 1944.) 

423d llO.I\rBARDMENT 

LINEAGE. Constituted 34th Recon
naissance Squadron (Heavy) on 28 Jan 
1942. Activated on 1 Mar 1942. Redesig
nated 423d Bombardment Squadron 
(Heavy) on 22 Apr 1942. Inactivated on 
25 Dec 1946. Redesignated 423d Bom
bardment Squadron (Light) on 15 Nov 
1952. Activated on 1 Jan 1953. Inacti
vated on 19 ]ul1954· Redesignated 423d 
Bombardment Squadron (Medium) on 
6 Oct 1958. Activated on 1 Jan 1959· 
Discontinued, and inactivated, on 1 Jan 
1962. 

AsstcN:-.rENTS. 3o6th Bombardment 
Group, 1 . Mar 1942-25 Dec 1946 (at
tached to 305th Bombardment Group, 
16 Jul 1946-25 Dec 1946). 443oth Air 
Base Wing (attached to 440oth Combat 
Crew Training Group), 1 Jan 1953; 
44ooth Combat Crew Training (later 
Tactical Bombardment) Group, 1 May 

19- -19 Jul 1954. 306th Bombardment 
Gr up, 1 Jan 1959-1 Jan 1962. 

S ATIONS. Gowen Field, Idaho, 1 Mar 
194 ; \Vendover Field, Utah, c. 6 Apr-1 
Au 1942; Thurleigh, England, c. 9 Sep 
194~2 (detachment operated from I. stres, 
Fra ce, 31 Aug-Dec 1945); Giebelstadt, 
Ge any, 17 Dec 1945; Istres, France, 
26 eb 1946 ( detaclllnents operated 
froJ Dakar, French West Africa, Mar-
Ma~ 1946; Gibraltar, Jun-26 Sep 
194 ); Lechfeld, Germany, 16 Jul-25 
Dec 1946 (detachment operated from 
Port Lyautey, French Morocco, 16 
Jul- ['6 Sep 1946 ). Langley AFB, Va, 1 
Jan 1953-19 Jul 1954. MacDill AFB, 
Fla, 1 Jan 1959-1 Jan 1962. 

A RCRAFT. B-17, 1942-1946. B-z6, 
195 1954· B-47. 1959-1961. 

0 £RATIONS. Combat in ETO, 9 Oct 
194 -19 Apr 1945· Photo-mapping, 
Eur pe and Africa, Jun 1945-Sep 1946. 

S RVICE STitEAMEns. None. 
C MPAIGNS. Air Offensive, Europe; 

No andy; Northern France; Rhine
land~ Ardennes-Alsace; Central Europe; 
Air ombat, EAME Theater. . 

J? 
1
coRAnONS. Distinguished Unit Ci

tatJOrs: Germany, 11 Jan 1944; Ger
man , 22 Feb 1944. 

E BLEM. On and over a globe ched:y 
1ight blue and Air Force blue, a red 
wing d chess knight in profile, high
Jight and details Air Force golden yel
low, ostril and eye white between in 
dext an olive branch arched and in 

r a Jightning Bash arched, Air 
golden yellow, shaded golden 

. Motto: On a red scroll, IMPE
S HOSTES, \Ve Check the 

Adve sary, inscribed Air Force golden 
yello . (Approved 27 Jan 1961.) 


